examples where employing irregulars was a particularly advantageous means to achieving strategic ends. The PMESII framework is commonly used to assess a strategic environment, and to understand the dynamics of the complex relationships between environmental factors. Using PMESII to frame these historical examples facilitates consistent comparison and contrast between each, as well as with the contemporary strategic environment. This construct also facilitates an assessment in terms of all the instruments of national power. 4 A frank examination of risk is presented throughout the analysis, to fairly portray the potential costs and benefits of options presented to strategic leadership. Americans that were deployed thinly across a 16-mile front. More importantly, the insurrectos enjoyed a wealth of intelligence on the disposition of their erstwhile allies. 30 These advantages proved false, however: though courageous, the poorly trained, ill- After all this, missions within the Laotian border region could be disapproved by the U.S.
Ambassador to Laos-which occurred more often than not. 
